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propellerhead

• Reserve ‘chute. The winter offers an 
opportunity to get your emergency 
parachute out, check its condition and 
repack it, knowing that it will be ready in 
case you ever need to use it. It’s 
surprising how many people don’t know 
what’s actually in their reserve container, 
or what condition it’s in. 

Your parachute represents possibly the 
only second chance you may get if you 
find yourself in difficulty, so it’s 
reassuring to understand it and how it 
works. If you’re not comfortable, or 
unsure, about checking and repacking 
your parachute, seek the services of a 
professional packer, or attend one of the 
many repack sessions organised by BHPA 
clubs (Covid restrictions permitting). It is 
recommended that parachutes are 
repacked at least yearly. 

• Fuel lines and filters. Fuel lines are 
something that many people take for 
granted, but over time these can become 
hard and brittle, leading to issues. If fuel 
lines become brittle they can crack and 
create air leaks, leading to your engine 

running lean. This can cause overheating, 
poor running and, in some cases, piston 
issues. If your fuel lines aren’t as flexible 
as they were, perhaps it’s worth replacing 
them. They aren’t expensive and could 
prevent issues later. 

Fuel filters are also an important 
maintenance check. Your fuel filter is 
there to prevent debris entering the 
carburettor. Even tiny amounts can cause 
issues with engine performance. Filters 
should be replaced regularly, particularly 
if you can see any debris in them. A little 
preventive maintenance now can prevent 
issues later. 

• Nuts and bolts. We’ve all heard stories of 
people who have had a nut come lose and 
hit the prop. A tiny nut coming lose can 
cause hundreds of pounds of damage if it 
goes through your prop, so take the down 
time to check them by ensuring correct 
torque settings. If they’re not Nylocs, 
think about using thread lock.  

• Exhaust springs. Most engines will have 
several exhaust springs. It’s not unknown 

for these to break; if one does it’s likely   
to go through the prop, causing damage. 
Putting a security wire round the springs 
will prevent them causing any further 
damage if they break. You can use either 
locking wire and locking wire pliers, or 
thin wire cable and a crimp, or an 
electrical terminal connector can be    
used (see photo above right). 

• Harness. Your harness is subject to   
many forces and potential wear. Regularly 
give your harness a full check for any 
wear; if you’re unsure whether it’s safe or 
not, speak to your local dealer, who 
should be happy to provide advice. It’s 
much easier to address an issue early on, 
and it may prevent a serious injury later. 

• General engine health. While it’s not 
flyable it’s a great time to tackle those 
engine maintenance jobs like decoking 
your piston and decompression port. 
Carbon deposits can build up and lead to 
overheating, and make your engine hard 
to start. All engine manufacturers provide 
recommended maintenance schedules 
which can be found in user manuals. 

Machine maintenance 
PAUL MARTIN OFFERS A TIMELY REMINDER TO LOOK AFTER YOUR MOTOR AND EQUIPMENT 

This is the time of year (I’m writing this on the shortest day. and one of the wettest) when the majority of us 
struggle to get many flying hours in due to the weather and the short days, not to mention Covid restrictions 
impacting most of us to some degree. So it’s a perfect opportunity for all of us, regardless of our flying ambitions, 
to ensure our equipment is maintained and fit for the upcoming flying season and any opportune weather 
windows we may get.
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Checking an emergency parachute
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BASE 2 EN/LTF - B 
           Love at first fLight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More distance, more fun, the Base 2 inspires the 
confidence to fly further and expand your limits. 
It’s a cross-country wing you’ll feel at home on 

right away – love at first flight! 

• Keep a regular check on your engine. 
Really knowing it inside-out will help 
when issues start to occur. Keeping your 
engine clean will also help identify issues 
such as leaks or blown gaskets, etc. It’s a 
good idea to check your engine after 
flying too. This way, next time you get a 
weather window you won’t discover an 
issue you had overlooked and miss what 
may have been one of those flights to 
remember. Checking your engine after 
each flight gives time to remedy any 
issues, but doesn’t negate the need for 
pre-flight checks prior to each flight. 

• Fuel. If you’re planning not to use your 
engine for a number of months, it’s a 
good idea to remove the fuel. Petrol loses 
its volatility over time, and the warmer it 
is the shorter life it has. The good thing 

about the UK is that it’s unlikely to be 
warm over winter and fuel should 
normally last around six months. 
Nevertheless it may prove harder to start 
your engine with old fuel. 

Generally speaking, petrol has a           
shelf-life of six months if stored in a 
sealed container at 20 degrees (and just 
three months if kept at 30 degrees).     
The more it’s exposed to heat, the more 
quickly it will go off. Although I have 
heard of people starting a machine on    
the first few pulls after not having been 
used for two years. 

Regular and preventative maintenance, 
and keeping your machine clean, will 
give you the best chance of trouble-     
free flights.

Ph
ot

o:
 P

au
l M

ar
tin

Safety wires installed on exhaust springs


